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ENGL 1060 First-Year Composition

Xy:

Instructor: Donald Unger Office: Heavilon 210
ungerd@purdue.edu Office Hours: 9 710 a.m. W/F
Time: 3:30714:20 p.m. MT F

Getting started

Welcome to English 106, the First-Year Composition course at Purdue. We'll be working in four
different spaces this semesterd a traditional classroom, a conference room, a computer classroom,
and online via our Blackboard presence. And,
reading, writing, collaborative work, visual design, and rhetorical/creative uses of technology.

Room a ssignments

Building Room Number
ENAD 130
HEAV 108
HEAV 225
HEAV 225

System requirements

Text: Wysocki and Lynch, Compose Design Advocate
- Technology : USB key /thumb drive to save your work in the computer lab
Additional tools : Folder to collect homework, handouts, notes, in-class writing, & assignments
Adobe Acrobat /Previewd course documents and additional readings will be
posted to Blackboard as pdfs




Composition :

An Introduction

In ancient Greece, people wrote with a stylus made of bone on wax -coated
tablets. In 1436, Johannes Guttenberg invented the movable type printing
press. Today, with the proliferation of digital media, new forms of
communicaton have reorganized our worl dé

Digital media has transformed writing. Today, writing does not rely exclusively on pen and paper, the
word processor, or even words. New mediums for composing (email, blogs, vlogs, social networking
sites, etc.) and new systems that deliver these compositions have become commonplace (PCs, video
game consoles, smartphones, handheld computers, ebook readers, etc.). Furthermore, many
academic and workplace documents rely on design elements such as photos, charts, videos, etc. For
the modern college graduate being literate can no longer be defined as reading and writing alphabetic
text, i.e., books. Therefore, one of our major goals for this course is to become more critically and
culturally literate by further developing print-based and digital literacy skills.

In this approach to composition, we work on skills that are transferable from one medium to another.
These skills allow one read alphabetic and visual texts critically. Because composing effectively goes
hand in hand with critical reading, we also emphasize reading comprehension. However, course
readings are not limited to our textbook. These readings include posters, films, advertisements,
websites, blogs, videos, etc.

With a focus on group work and peer review, we approach composition as a collaborative and
evolutionary process: it is influenced by our interactions with one another, and it changes over time.
This approach expands what "writing" means to include digital forms because writing is not a solitary
act. Whether in the form of a blog, a video clip posted to YouTube, conveying information via an

online video game, or in an essay written for a college course, writing plays a social function.
Sometimesithelpsyou wor k t hrough ideas about the worl d
in order to understand how their ideas and opinions affect your own. Conversely, effective composing
allows you to achieve real-world goals in collaboration with other people in your community. At

Purdue, composition is a means through which you may design your future by connecting your class
writing to the university community. Assignments for this class relate to life at Purdue and the many
forms that writing might take, and | ask that you engage with our university community in dynamic

ways through your compositonsand t hr ough <critical readings o

Such engagement relies on sophisticated literacy skills that you have already begun to develop and
will continue to develop throughout your studies inside and outside the classroom. These skills help
you compose effectively in a variety of media, purposes, and audiences in the university, such as
student groups, readers of The Exponent, Purdue faculty, etc. These skills are obviously an asset in
all arenas of life, whether in school, or at work outside the university. The overarching goal of this
class is the sustained development of such skills.



