ENGL 106—First-Year Composition
Instructor: Donald Unger
ungerd@purdue.edu
Time: 3:30–4:20 p.m. M–F

Office: Heavilon 210
Office Hours: 9–10 a.m. W/F

Getting started_________________________________________________________________
Welcome to English 106, the First-Year Composition course at Purdue. We'll be working in four
different spaces this semester—a traditional classroom, a conference room, a computer classroom,
and online via our Blackboard presence. And, we’ll be engaging in challenging quests that involve
reading, writing, collaborative work, visual design, and rhetorical/creative uses of technology.

Room assignments____________________________________________________________
Day
M
T/R
W/F
F

Building
ENAD
HEAV
HEAV
HEAV

Room Number
130
108
225
225

System requirements__________________________________________________________
Text:
Technology:
Additional tools:

Wysocki and Lynch, Compose Design Advocate
USB key/thumb drive to save your work in the computer lab
Folder to collect homework, handouts, notes, in-class writing, & assignments
Adobe Acrobat/Preview—course documents and additional readings will be
posted to Blackboard as pdfs

Composition:
An Introduction

In ancient Greece, people wrote with a stylus made of bone on wax-coated
tablets. In 1436, Johannes Guttenberg invented the movable type printing
press. Today, with the proliferation of digital media, new forms of
communication have reorganized our world…

Digital media has transformed writing. Today, writing does not rely exclusively on pen and paper, the
word processor, or even words. New mediums for composing (email, blogs, vlogs, social networking
sites, etc.) and new systems that deliver these compositions have become commonplace (PCs, video
game consoles, smartphones, handheld computers, ebook readers, etc.). Furthermore, many
academic and workplace documents rely on design elements such as photos, charts, videos, etc. For
the modern college graduate being literate can no longer be defined as reading and writing alphabetic
text, i.e., books. Therefore, one of our major goals for this course is to become more critically and
culturally literate by further developing print-based and digital literacy skills.
In this approach to composition, we work on skills that are transferable from one medium to another.
These skills allow one read alphabetic and visual texts critically. Because composing effectively goes
hand in hand with critical reading, we also emphasize reading comprehension. However, course
readings are not limited to our textbook. These readings include posters, films, advertisements,
websites, blogs, videos, etc.
With a focus on group work and peer review, we approach composition as a collaborative and
evolutionary process: it is influenced by our interactions with one another, and it changes over time.
This approach expands what "writing" means to include digital forms because writing is not a solitary
act. Whether in the form of a blog, a video clip posted to YouTube, conveying information via an
online video game, or in an essay written for a college course, writing plays a social function.
Sometimes it helps you work through ideas about the world or think about someone else’s arguments
in order to understand how their ideas and opinions affect your own. Conversely, effective composing
allows you to achieve real-world goals in collaboration with other people in your community. At
Purdue, composition is a means through which you may design your future by connecting your class
writing to the university community. Assignments for this class relate to life at Purdue and the many
forms that writing might take, and I ask that you engage with our university community in dynamic
ways through your compositions and through critical readings of other’s compositions.
Such engagement relies on sophisticated literacy skills that you have already begun to develop and
will continue to develop throughout your studies inside and outside the classroom. These skills help
you compose effectively in a variety of media, purposes, and audiences in the university, such as
student groups, readers of The Exponent, Purdue faculty, etc. These skills are obviously an asset in
all arenas of life, whether in school, or at work outside the university. The overarching goal of this
class is the sustained development of such skills.

Quests & Achievements_______________________________________________________
You have four major projects or quests to complete throughout the semester: the analysis of a poster,
an editorial, a research paper, and an advertisement. Several of these quests include multiple parts,
involve composing in various mediums, and require revisions. The course is organized around these
quests. However, other achievements contribute to your grade as well. Many of these achievements
are short writing assignments that aren’t necessarily part of the main quest, but they will help you
understand how to complete and succeed at the main quest. These achievements are completed
through Blackboard. For every course reading, you will have a chance to earn achievements.

Also, you have the chance to receive achievements for participating in class discussions, bringing in
materials that enhance class discussions, coming to class on time and prepared, etc. The list of
possible achievement is as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Caught a vision
Didn’t just read the book, had an experience
Ethos, Pathos, and Logos walked into a bar
Rheto-what?
Attack of the fifty foot poster
Walter really is an idiot
Picked up what Wysocki was laying down
Walked the line
Dungeon, library: they really aren’t the same thing
Syllogism is not a dirty word
A (more complex) achievement
Elkins? Doesn’t he make iPod accessories?
A (more complex) achievement, Redux
Higher learning
George Lois is poison gas
It’s about what’s going to happen, not what has happened
It’s a hard day’s night
Kickin’ it up a notch
A penny for your thoughts
Round three, fight!
Represent!
Epic!
Photoshop: from disaster to master
Where in the world is Heavilon 210?
Skills to pay the bills
Time is on my side
Plays well with others
Social, demented and sad, but social
I came, I saw, I wrote collaboratively
What a long, strange trip it’s been

(for Week 1 reading & writing)
(for Week 1 reading & writing)
(for Week 2 reading & writing)
(for Week 2 reading & writing)
(for Week 3 reading & writing)
(for Week 4 reading & writing)
(for Week 4 reading & writing)
(for Week 5 reading & writing)
(for Week 6 reading & writing)
(for Week 7 reading & writing)
(for Week 8 reading & writing)
(for Week 11 reading & writing)
(for Week 12 reading & writing)
(completed all achievement writing assignments)
(for Art & Copy discussion)
(for Objectified discussion)
(for attending every conference)
(for revising a “low grade”)
(for writing a reflection on the Writing Center or Library Tour)
(for writing a reflection about your writing process)
(for showing up to class on time everyday)
(for sharing in-class writing during discussion)
(for submitting comments and criticisms about the Photoshop tutorial)
(for contacting me about a question on an assignment)
(for bringing relevant materials from outside class into discussion)
(for turning everything in on time and complete)
(for regularly contributing to small-group discussion)
(for regularly contributing to class discussion)
(for excelling at peer review)
(for perfect attendance)

Each achievement is worth 1 point out of a possible 20 points, which means that you need at least 19
to get an A, 17 to get a B, etc. We’ll decide what to do with the extra points when you reach your 21st
achievement. A leaderboard for achievements will be updated every Sunday afternoon on Blackboard
under the “Announcements” tab.

Overall, course grades break down like this:
 Quest 1:
A poster is worth a thousand words.
 Quest 2:
Opinions grow exponentially.
 Quest 3:
Poking and prying with a purpose.
 Quest 4:
Makers, all?
 Achievements
(1x20=20)
Total

20%
20%
20%
20%
20%
100%

General Troubleshooting______________________________________________________

Conferring_____________________________________________________________________
Half of you are already scheduled to meet with me in Heavilon 225 on Wednesdays; the other half in
Heavilon 225 on Fridays. During the first week we will acclimate ourselves to the rooms and discuss
conference guidelines. You’ll sign up to meet with me in pairs for ten minutes once every week for the
rest of the semester. This is our time to discuss questions or concerns you have about your writing
and/or reading for the class. For each conference, you will need to
 bring a passage from your writing you would like us to discuss and a half-page of writing, typed
and single-spaced, in which you explain what you’re trying to do in that passage, how it fits into
the rest of the piece of writing, and why you’re concerned about it, or
 bring a passage from your reading you would like to discuss and a half-page of writing, typed
and single-spaced, in which you explain your question about the passage and what you think
is going on in the passage.
The length of the passage is up to you, but keep in mind that we only have 10 minutes. The purpose
of the pre-conference writing is to get you to work through some specific ideas, issues, or insights
beforehand so that we can get the most out of our conference time, and do so in a manner tailored to
your specific needs. If you do not bring your passage and your half-page, or you’re late for your
appointment, I’ll count you absent.

Attendance______________________________________________________________________
This class requires you to participate in discussions and hands-on activities. For the course to be a
success, everyone's participation is necessary. For that reason, attendance is required. If you must
miss a class because of illness or another emergency email me before the class period to let me
know. Also, conference attendance is mandatory; if you miss your conference, it will count as an
absence.
The days we do peer critiques are days you are required to have a rough draft of your project. If you
do not have a rough draft, you cannot participate effectively in class that day, and therefore you will be
considered absent.

Plagiarism_______________________________________________________________________
In the university, this means copying another person’s work and/or ideas without the proper citation.
This can result in failure of the quest, the course, and other disciplinary action. We will discuss it
further in class, but you also need to be aware of what it is and how to avoid it. When in doubt, you
can always check with me.

Late work________________________________________________________________________
I count off a letter grade for each day your work is late unless you make arrangements with me prior to the due
date. Problems can arise, but the key to their successful resolution is communication. Keep me informed; avoid
simply not showing up.

Extra lives______________________________________________________________________
You may only rewrite a paper if you received below a B. You must meet with me during my office
hours before you turn in rewrites. The first two projects may be rewritten once each within the time
period before the next project is due. The last paper obviously cannot be rewritten. The rewrite grade
will be averaged with the first attempt. Keep in mind that a rewrite is a substantial reworking of the
project, not just a correction of my markings. Turn in all rewrites with the original graded version.

Disability________________________________________________________________________
If you have a disability that requires special accommodations, please see me privately within the first
week of class to make arrangements.

Technical Support_____________________________________________________________
You are welcome to meet with me during my office hours or by appointment scheduled via email.
Also, we work with the buddy system here. Your conference partner is your buddy for the semester.
During our first conference, you will exchange Purdue email addresses. If you miss a class, ask your
buddy what happened in the session you missed. While I will briefly respond to such questions via
email, I will not recap the entire class session for you.
If you want help with an assignment, but would rather meet with a peer tutor than the instructor, you
may schedule an appointment with the Writing Center by calling (765) 494-3723. Tutors in the Writing
Center will help you at all stages of the writing process whether you want comments on revising a
draft or want to brainstorm and receive feedback on initial ideas for an assignment. Always bring your
assignment sheet with you when you meet with someone from the Writing Center.

Schedule______________________________________________________________________
(may be adjusted as necessary)

M=computer classroom, T/R=traditional classroom, and W/F=conference room

Week 1
computer
class

conference
Week 2
computer
class

Jan. 10-14
Class introductions
Sample writing prompt and discussion
Course overview (“Manual” & “EULA”)
A Vision of Students Today (T)
Introduction to Compose Design Advocate (CDA)
Constructing the course Skills roster (R)
CDA 1-16 & 18-22
Introductory conferences
Jan. 17-21
No class—MLK day!
Introduction to Project 1: Poster Analysis (T)
CDA, Ch. 9—“About visual modes of communication”
(Warning: Chapter 9 is long, but important for Projects 1 & 4!)

conference

CDA, 315-326—“Intro to example and analysis” (R)
Project 1 Invention

Week 3
computer
class
conference
Week 4
computer
class
conference
Week 5
computer
class
conference
Week 6
computer
class

conference
Week 7
computer
class

conference
Week 8
computer
class
conference
Week 9
computer
class

conference
Week 10

Jan. 24-28
HSSE Library Tour
Project 1 Rubric (T)
CDA, Ch.10—Analyzing Posters
Art & Copy, Part 1 (R)
Progress on drafting and analysis for Project 1
Jan. 31-Feb. 4
Drafts of Project 1 Due/Peer Review
Art & Copy, Part 2 (T)
CDA, Chs.1 & 2—“A rhetorical process for designing
compositions” & “Laying out a design plan” (R)
Revising Project 1
Feb.7-11
Introduction to Project 2: Editorials
CDA, Ch.13—“Analyzing editorial & op-ed pieces” (T)
Project 1 Due (R)
Writing Lab Tour
Project 2 Invention
Feb. 14-18
Research Strategies for the Web (Search
engines/evaluating web sites)
Virtual library tour (T)
CDA, Ch.6—Researching, 143-60, 173 & 174 (R)
Invention: in-class work on picking, narrowing, and
researching a topic
Project 2 Invention
Feb. 21-25
Examine online editorials and blogs
CDA, Ch.7—“About written modes of communication” (T)
The rhetorical triangle and argumentative strategies
Project 2 Rubric (R)
Rhetoric and style
Project 2 Drafts
Feb. 28-Mar. 4
CDA, 61-76—“Working with more complex productions”
Drafts of Project 2 Due/Peer Review (T)
Revising for your audience (R)
Revising Project 2
Mar. 7-11
Project 2 Due
Intro to Project 3: Research Papers
Genres and cultural nodes—Editorial v. academic
research paper (T)
Invention—moving from an editorial to a research
paper (R)
Invention for Project 3
Mar. 14-18
No classes—spring break!

Week 11
computer
class

conference
Week 12
computer
class
conference
Week 13
computer
class
conference
Week 14
computer
class
conference
Week 15
computer
class

Mar. 21-25
Project 3 Design Plans Due/Peer Review
CDA, Ch.14—“Analyzing Essays” (T)
Review: Evaluating sources
Protocols of formal writing and argumentation
Project 3 Rubric (R)
MLA documentation
Drafting Project 3
Mar. 28-Apr. 1
Drafts of Project 3 due/Peer Review
Intro to Project 4: Creating an Advertisement (T)
CDA, Ch.4—“A (more) complex production”
Recap of CDA, Chs. 9-10 (R)
Revising Project 3
Apr. 4-8
Objectified, Part 1
Project 3 Due/Objectified, Part 2 (T)
Advertising v. Design
No class Thursday!
No conferences!
Apr. 11-15
Photoshop Tutorial
What can you do with Photoshop? (T)
Examining previous work
Project 4 Design Plans Due/Peer Review (R)
Project 4 Invention

conference

Apr. 18-22
Photoshop workshop
Extra lab days—Students work on their projects (T+R)
Discuss reflexive essay
Sign up for presentations
Drafting Project 4

Week 16
computer
class
conference

Apr. 25-29
Presentations
Presentations
No conferences!

Project 4 must be submitted via Blackboard before 11:59 pm, Tuesday,
May 8th.

There will not be a final exam!

